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Priddy Parish Council 

MINUTES 

for the Priddy Parish Council meeting 

held on 12th November 2025 at 7 PM in Priddy Village Hall 

Present:  Cllrs R Thompson MBE (RT) Dean Collier (DC), J Clements (JC), C Dyke (CD), B Storrie (BS),                         

Parish Clerk S Baynes (SB/RFO)  2 Members of the public (MoP) 

083 Appointment of Chairman: No Appointment, RT was proposed and resolved as acting 
Chairman.  Acceptance form signed 

ALL 

084 Appointment of Vice Chairman: No Appointment ALL 
085 Apologies for absence: Cllrs V Barberet (VB) and M Dodds (MD).  Approved ALL 
086 Declarations of interest: None ALL 
087 Exclusion of public and press from any agenda item under Standing Order 3d), due to the 

confidential consideration of asset purchase in ref to 097/g  
Chair 

088 Adjournment of meeting for public forum:  A member of the public and local parishioner 
expressed his disappointment after Somerset Council’s planning department rejected his 
recent application. As a local farmer, he felt the reasons provided by the council were 
unconvincing and sought advice from Priddy Parish Council. 

ALL 

089 Minutes of previous meeting(s): Signed by JC as the previous meetings acting chairman was 
absent.  

ALL 

090 P1 Governance (GOV) report 
a) Portfolio groups: amendment of P7:  
The Traffic Calming Action Group (TCAG) has been renamed the Highways Action Group 
(HAG). DC has revised the Terms of Reference, which have been received by SB and 
recorded 
b) Parish clerk update:  VAT training for RFO has been booked in with SALC for December. 
c) Policy review: village greens policy: in hand.   
d) Parish archives to Somerset Heritage Centre: Archives currently being scanned.  
e) LCN funding for Youth Provision: resolved to address at the December meeting. 
f) Councillor training: resolved to address at the December meeting 

 
 
DC 
 
 
SB 
RT 
RT 
VB 
All 

091 P2 Built Environment Group applications & group (BEG) report 
a) Planning Applications Object / support / comment / material considerations:  
Consideration of planning applications including any arising before the meeting 
NB Levelling-Up and Regeneration Act 2023: duty to seek to ‘further’ the statutory purposes 
of Mendip Hills NL Protected Landscape. Special qualities list circulated. 
i)  Proposal: Loft conversion, replace rear & side lean-to to incorporate bio-mass 
boiler plant room & bat roost above. Replace existing 2 
outbuildings with outbuilding. 
Location: Fernhill Farm Whitestown Lane Priddy Cheddar Somerset 
Applicant: J Hunter & A Wear 
Application Type: Full Application 
Application Number: 2025/1736/FUL 
Priddy Parish Council response: SUPPORT  
Reason / material consideration. Priddy Parish Council considers that the applicants 
demonstrate an exemplary regenerative and environmental farming business methods/ 
model, whilst also engaging with the public through tourism and learning opportunities. The 
farmhouse, adjoining cottage and farm buildings occupy an isolated rural position and are 
gradually being renovated and improved in an environmentally sensitive manner.  
ii)  Proposal: Loft conversion, replace rear & side lean-to to incorporate bio-mass 
boiler plant room & bat roost above. Replace existing 2 
outbuildings with outbuilding. 

 
ALL 
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Location: Fernhill Farm Whitestown Lane Priddy Cheddar Somerset 
Applicant: J Hunter & A Wear 
Application Type: Listed Building Consent 
Application Number: 2025/1737/LBC 
Priddy Parish Council response: SUPPORT  
Reason / material consideration. Priddy Parish Council notes the need for listed building 
support. Priddy Parish Council considers that the applicants demonstrate exemplary 
regenerative and environmental farming business methods/ model. The farmhouse and 
farm buildings occupy an isolated rural position and are gradually being renovated and 
improved in an environmentally sensitive manner. All the parish councillors have visited the 
site, and the parish council is especially very keen to support the renovation of Fernhill 
Cottage (Fred Tratt’s house), which is an historic building in the landscape requiring 
sympathetic restoring and bringing back into use. 
iii) Proposal: Application for a proposed lawful development certificate for Use of 
the Cafe for up to 12 Civil Ceremonies in one calendar year. 
Location: Land At 354056 153442 Burrington Road Priddy Cheddar 
Somerset 
Applicant: Mr G Creed 
Application Type: Certificate of Proposed Use/Development 
Application Number: 2025/1765/CLP 
Priddy Parish Council response: SUPPORT  
Priddy Parish Council notes that this application does not represent a material change of 
use of the existing café and therefore supports the proposal for a lawful development 
certificate. 
iv) Application No: 2025/1487/FUL Location of Development: Whitestown Farm 
Whitestown Lane Priddy Cheddar Somerset Description of Proposal: Installation of a new 
access track (retrospective). 
Priddy Parish Council response: Priddy Parish Council PPC) is very concerned about the 
refusal of this application. Councillors conducted a site visit on September 9th 2025 and the 
PPC subsequently voted to support the application. Councillors have discussed Somerset 
Council’s reasons for refusal 
PPC again reiterates the importance of supporting the needs of local rural business and 
especially farming in the parish and urges Somerset Council to take the Parish Council’s 
response, and support for the application, into account 
Councillors proposed and resolved to send a letter to Somerset Council planning in support 
of this application. 
One member of the public left the meeting 
 
b) Parish plan: MD, CD, and RT recently met to discuss possible development locations and 
the appropriateness of re-using existing buildings and farms in the parish for future 
development. No specific proposals were made at this stage. It was proposed and resolved 
that BS will carry out an assessment of possible locations in the further reaches of Priddy 
Parish. 
c) Topics: 
i) Village Hall energy efficiency survey: JC is chasing information for a report in December 
ii) Community Council for Somerset affordable housing needs (Thrive):  A3/A4 posters have 
been put up, additional locations suggested and listed. The survey is available online and 
promoted on Priddy’s Facebook page, and efforts will continue to promote it to 
parishioners. So far, around 30 responses have been received, as reported by MD via email. 
iii) Reported concern about caravan occupation on agricultural land: RT reported that a 
touring caravan may be stored on agriculture land and/or be used for up to 28 days in a 
calendar year without planning permission, as long as it isn’t used as a permanent home.  
iv) Barn re-build on Pelting Drove: CD offered find out more information.  

ALL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RT/CD/MD/BS 
 
 
 
 
 
JC 
MD 
 
 
 
RT 
 
 
CD 

092 
 

P3 Assets and maintenance group (AMG) report:  
a) Annual inspection for asset register: Held over 

 
DC/MD 
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b) Topics: 
i) Fountain: held over 
ii) Hobb’s bench: held over 
iii) Greens maintenance: held over 
iv) dog signs: type and cost to be confirmed 
v) Vegetation growth damaging the Causeway: Held over 
vi) Request for new memorial bench: a policy proposal for resolution has been developed 
by DC. BS will read and comment on viability for use by the PPC. 
vii) Pallets left on green: Dealt with. Remove from agenda proposed and resolved.  
viii) Update on offered defibrillator:  the proposal to install a defibrillator at the Hunters 
Lodge was considered welcome due to the high accident rate at that crossroads. The cost of 
a cabinet was proposed and approved. SB will discuss repayment of the cabinet cost with 
Somerset Councillor E Hobbs.   It was also proposed and resolved that the PPC will map the 
locations of existing defibrillators and publicise. 

 
DC 
MD/DC 
MD/DC 
MD 
MD/DC/JC 
All/DC/BS 
 
VB 
All/MD/SB 

093 P4 Large infrastructure Playground project group (LIG_PG) report):  
Topics: 
i) grants (awards for all): Held over 
ii) community engagement:  Held over 
iii) landowner approaches: Held over 

 
 
VB 
VB 
VB 

094 P5 Parish IT & Communications group COM) report  
Topics: 
i) website / social media / Pew /ZOHO mail:  BS confirmed that the housing survey is on the 
PC website. SB offered to resolve problems with .gov email for CD & RT. 
ii) Recent cycle race concerns: MD had written to cycle club about the concerns expressed 
by parishioners and that future events would be diarised in advance. PPC proposed Item 
now dealt with and its removal from agenda carried.  
iii) Frequency of events / festivals/ Concerns:  BS proposed to check on licencing of local 
events, resolved. 

 
 
BS/VB/SB 
 
MD/All 
 
 
BS 

095 P6 Environment (green) working group (EWG):  
a) Topics: 
i) Eastwater Drove:  A plan has been made. The suggested date, yet to be confirmed, is for 
work to start in December/January. 
ii) Mineries: Additional information has been received and JC/EWG now are collating 
evidence with Somerset Wildlife Trust. 
iii) Septic tanks scheme: Individuals are on the list, awaiting confirmation of works. 
iv) Felling of ash trees Lower Green:  PPC proposed and resolved that that RT would contact 
the landowner to discuss whether the remaining ash tree on the New Inn side can be left 
standing and monitored by his tree surgeon.  The tree planting sponsoring project is taking 
shape and will be publicised in the usual places so that the community can comment and 
get involved. 
v) Village Green wall boundary: held over 
vi) Priddy Pool excavation:  A grant from the Priddy Folk Festival (PFF) has been received – 
The PPF was thanked by the council. When weather is dryer, work will begin on the pool 
and also on the opposite side of the road to overcome current flooding issues. 
vii) Crescent wall proposal:  DC will distribute original proposal from the dry-stone wall 
contractor. JC/DC will propose location and report back, the Top Green has been suggested.  
The original proposed costs to be discussed at next meeting. It was proposed / resolved that 
SB will inform the contractor of PPC’s positive response. 
viii) Proposal from Folk Festival committee to add permanent water and mains power 
supply to the lower green: Bristol Water is still uncertain about the ownership of the 
standpipe on the lower green and has requested historical information from the Parish 
Council. RT will review the archives, and DC will continue to investigate the associated 
project costs.  

 
 
JC/EWG 
 
JC/EWG 
 
JC/EWG 
JC/EWG 
 
 
 
 
JC/EWG 
JC/EWG 
 
 
SB/DC 
 
 
 
DC 
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096  

P7 Highways Action Group (HAG) formally known as Traffic calming advisory group (TCAG) 
report:  
a) Local Community Network (LCN) matters:  Highway powers – to be circulated by RT 
b) SC local transport plan:  Held over 
c) Topics: 
i) SID:   
ii) Village gateways plan - Planning/costs approval: In progress 
iii) Nine Barrows Lane triangle:  Construction work in progress. 
iv) Quiet lane initiative:  No Progress 
vi) Proposal to install hedgehog road signs on approaches to village: Concerns were raised 
about roadkill incidents and the possibility of installing warning signs. However, Somerset 
Council currently has no policy regarding such signage. PPC proposed and resolved that DC 
will bring this matter up with the LCN highways group LCN. DC commented on the recent 
spate of car accidents at the Hunters crossroads. 

 
 
RT 
DC 
 
 
MD/DC 
MD/DC 
MD/DC 
DC/RT/ALL 
 
 
 

097 Finance: RFO report, budget & payments: 
a) Approval of new payments: None 
b) Expected payments made: Star Murray £100 paid 
c) Insurance - Bonfire Night update: CD confirmed that the Bonfire Night celebrations 
proceeded smoothly without any issues. The Priddy Friendly Society (PFS) was thanked by 
the PPC for their excellent organisation. 
d) Internal auditor report:  Work in progress 
e) Rugby & Hinckley Savings account access: Held over  
f) Secure Post-box Village Hall: Held over 
g) Purchase of assets (note public exclusion): Held over 
 

 
RFO/SB/All 
 
CD 
 
 
RFO 
RFO/MD 
MD 
ALL 

098 Matters of report:   
 

a) DC raised concern about further construction on site in field just up from the 
Wookey Hole junction and at what point does this become an enforcement issue 
for the PPC. 

b) BS gave advance warning he will be away for Decembers meeting. 
c) RT reported on concerns raised by the landowner about 4x4 vehicle incursions on 

Blackdown, as well as other crime-related issues reported by local farmers and 
parishioners. It was recommended that the Parish Clerk should contact the Police 
and Crime Commissioner to request a future meeting to discuss these matters. 
 

 
Meeting ended 20:50 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 


