Priddy Parish Council

MINUTES
for the Priddy Parish Council (PPC) meeting

held on October 8™, 2025 at 7 PM in Priddy Village Hall

Present: Cllrs V Barberet (VB), J Clements (JC), D Collier (DC), C Dyke (CD), M Dodd (MD),
Somerset Council (SC) Cllr E Hobbs (EH), Parish Clerk S Baynes (SB/RFO), 2 Members of the public (MoP)
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Appointment of Chairman: No Appointment: VB was proposed and resolved as chairman.
Acceptance form signed

Appointment of Vice Chairman: No Appointment.

Apologies for absence: Cllrs Bruce Storrie (BS) and Rachel Thompson (RT), approved
Declarations of interest: None.

Exclusion of public and press from any agenda item under Standing Order 3d), due to the
confidential consideration of asset purchase in ref to 081/e

Adjournment of meeting for public forum:

(MoP) Suggested Hedgehog road signs needed for the village after recent roadkill in the
Townsend area.

(MoP) Mentioned a spare defibrillator was probably available to the village and could be
located at the hunter lodge, but PCC would probably need to finance new pads.

Minutes of previous meeting(s): Signed off by chairman

P1 Governance (GOV) report

a) Portfolio groups: amendment of P7: DC reported update in progress.

b) Parish clerk update: SB Reported current PC training up to date.

c) Policy review: village greens policy: Deferred to November.

d) Parish archives to Somerset Heritage Centre: Deferred to November.

e) LCN funding for Youth Provision report circulated: VB reported no current update. In
hand.

P2 Built Environment Group applications & group (BEG) report

Consideration of planning applications including any arising before the meeting

NB Levelling-Up and Regeneration Act 2023: duty to seek to ‘further’ the statutory purposes
of Mendip Hills NL Protected Landscape. Special qualities list circulated.

a) Planning Applications Object / support / comment / material considerations: None.

b) Parish plan: CD reported no update.

c) Topics:

i) Village Hall energy efficiency survey: JC reported energy assessment was carried out
Monday last. Report to PPC from assessor to follow shortly.

ii) Community Council for Somerset affordable housing needs (Thrive):

MD reported contract signed with Thrive and that the parish questionnaire/survey will need
promoting. Suggested both paper and online versions to be made available. PPC to
discuss concerns on questionnaire content and costs involved.

Councillors all agreed to a prize draw, to encourage participation by all in the village and a
£100 voucher for the Queen Victoria was approved.

Further meeting between Thrive and MD this week and MD to report back to PPC

iii) Reported concern about caravan occupation on agricultural land:

Deferred to November.

P3 Assets and maintenance group (AMG) report:

a) Annual inspection for asset register: Carry forward.

b) Topics:

i) Fountain: On hold.
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ii) Hobb’s bench: (EH) Discussions with family and timetable to be actioned asap - CD
confirmed spot reserved.

iii) Greens maintenance: MD has discussed, with contractor, timetable of maintenance
over the next few months.

iv) dog signs: 2 quotes to be sourced for the top Green.

v) Vegetation growth damaging the Causeway: MD reported weeds need to be eliminated to
stop further damage to the stone wall sections: JC requested PPC to consider green, rather
than chemical options for this. JC offered to investigate and bring options to next meeting.
vi) Request for new memorial bench: PPC approved in principle but some details still to be
decided. SB to distribute a suggested reply to councillors for their approval before official
reply. SB to report back next meeting.

vii) Pallets left on green: Reported to Somerset Council as fly tipping.

P4 Large infrastructure Playground project group (LIG_PG) report):

Topics:

i) grants (awards for all): Nothing to report.

ii) community engagement: Nothing to report.

iii) landowner approaches: See -81/e.

iv) Agents contact details: See -81/e.

P5 Parish IT & Communications group COM) report

Topics:

i) website / social media / Pew /ZOHO mail: Nothing to report.

ii) Recent cycle race concerns: MD to Diarise events as received. EH reported on future
cycle races in the area then left meeting.

iii) Frequency of events / festivals/ Concerns: Carry forward.

P6 Environment (green) working group (EWG):

Topics:

i) Eastwater Drove: JC reported that funding was through and a walk through with all
parties was dated for the 12" October to identify tasks. Work is expected to start in January
2026.

ii) Mineries: JC confirmed much more Information to be gathered before contacting
Natural England — Project ongoing.

iii) Septic tanks scheme: No movement at present.

iv) Felling of ash trees Lower Green: JC reported that the tree planting planis in progress
and will include costs of replacement trees (from several sources) and incorporating Eco-
tree guards. A planto promote sponsorship of trees will be included in an article in the Pew
from the 20" of October and it will suggest sponsoring trees by parishioners and other
concerned parties — Natural England and Mendip Hills National Landscape are backing the
project.

v) Village Green wall boundary: Nothing to report.

vi) Priddy Pool excavation: Started surveying of pool and confirmed repairs are needed to
weir but EWG still unsure if pool needs to be lined. Quotes needed for repair of weir and
Priddy Folk Festival funding has been applied for.

vii) Crescent wall proposal: Nothing heard. SB to chase up/DC to help.

viii) Proposal from Folk Festival committee to add permanent water and mains power
supply to the lower green: Nothing to report

P7 Traffic calming advisory group (TCAG) report:

a) Local Community Network (LCN) matters: Highway powers — Deferred to Novembers
meeting.

b) SC local transport plan: Work in progress.

c) Topics:

i) SID: No Update

ii) Village gateways plan: Planning and costs to be placed before council.

iii) Nine Barrows Lane triangle: Still awaiting update from council.

iv) Quiet lane initiative: Waiting to hear from LCN.
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Finance: RFO report, budget & payments: RFO/SB
a) Approval of new payments: None. RFO/SB
b) Expected payments made: None. CD

c) Insurance: Discussion with Priddy Friendly Society (PFS) before November re bonfire
arrangements - CD received report from PFS and its in agreement with the PPC

requirements. Reportto be distributed to council members. SB/RFO
d) Internal auditor report: RFO confirmed report is being actioned.

e) Purchase of assets (note public exclusion): 2 members of public left the meeting as

requested. - VB
VB reported discussions regarding the asset purchase are ongoing, the PPC is hopeful of a
favourable outcome’. MD

Bank statements requested by VB for grant purposes. RFO to comply.
f) Current banking position/Changes to access: MD reports still on going in adding
signatures. Due to security of financial records, it was requested that a secure post-box be
attached to the village hall of which the PPC will pay for. —approved by council - MD to RFO/BS
cost.
g) Quarterly Reconciliation to sign off: RFO to see BS to sign off.
Matters of report:

a) Councillor training was suggested by DC for all councillors on pertinent topics that

were outlined in a recent SALC communique.

b) A councillor was approached by a parishioner, with concerns, regarding the
rebuilding of a barn on Pelting drove that’s not fitting the original footprint.

Meeting ended 20:40



