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Priddy Parish Council 

MINUTES 

for the Priddy Parish Council meeting 

held on 10th September 2025 at 7 PM in Priddy Village Hall 

Present: Cllrs V Barberet (VB), J Clements (JC), D Collier (DC), C Dyke (CD), B Storrie (BS) R Thompson MBE (RT).  

Parish Clerk S Baynes (SB) & 3 Members of the public. 

PPC held a minute’s silence in memory of a former Chairman, Kate Greet, who passed away recently 
 

051 Appointment of Chairman: No appointment: RT was proposed & resolved as acting chairman. 
Acceptance form signed. 

ALL 

052 Appointment of Vice Chairman: no appointment ALL 
053 Apologies for absence: MD away, approved. ALL 
054 Declarations of interest: DC declared a personal interest in 063 ix) ALL 
055 Exclusion of public and press from any agenda item under Standing Order 3d), due to the 

confidential consideration of asset purchase in ref to 065/h 
Chair 

056 Adjournment of meeting for public forum: Recent Planning applicant (present) outlined the 
reason for their application and thanked the PPC for the site visit by two members – action to be 
discussed in 059/a.  A member of the public requested clarification of the use of the village 
green for informal gatherings and Chairman (RT) clarified the Parish Council policy for this 
situation. 
2 members of the public left meeting. 

ALL 

057 Minutes of previous meeting(s) July 9th, 2025  signed off by then acting chairman BS ALL 
058 P1 Governance (GOV) report 

a) Portfolio groups: amendment of P7. DC has received the latest file and will amend and report.  
b) Parish clerk update. SB is enrolled on Essential Clark course 1-3 to further skill set. 
c) Policy review: village greens policy. RT to visit the clerk and update files and report.  
d) Parish archives to Somerset Heritage Centre. RT reported that archiving was being actioned 
and was also looking at ways of scanning past documents for digital safe keeping. RT to report.  
e) LCN funding for Youth Provision report circulated. After a brief discussion, it was resolved that 
a survey was needed first. (VB to follow up and report.   

 
DC 
 
SB 
RT 
 
RT 
All 

059 P2 Built Environment Group applications & group (BEG) report 
Consideration of planning applications including any arising before the meeting 
NB Levelling-Up and Regeneration Act 2023: duty to seek to ‘further’ the statutory purposes of 
Mendip Hills NL Protected Landscape. Special qualities list circulated. 
a) Planning Applications Object / support / comment /leave to officer + material considerations 
Proposal: Installation of a new access track. (Retrospective). 
Location: Whitestown Farm Whitestown Lane Priddy Cheddar Somerset 
Application Number: 2025/1487/FUL no extension has been permitted.  
CD reported on a site visit by CD and RT.  No material issue was seen with the application. Full 
support was proposed and resolved.  Positive comments regarding PPC support for the rural 
economy and especially farming businesses will be forwarded to the planning department. 
b) Parish plan. RT and CD to meet and report.   
c) Topics: 
i) Village Hall energy efficiency survey. Nothing heard from surveyor, JC to check out and report. 
(back) 
ii) Community Council for Somerset affordable housing needs survey - DC outlined the CCS plan. 
(to the council). MD to be approached to be the PPC contact. All members present signalled  
interest in the proposal and noted that a contract needs to be signed by the 25th September. 
Note: MD has subsequently tentatively agreed to be the contact. 

 
 
 
 
ALL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RT/CD 
 
JC 
 
MD 
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060 
 

P3 Assets and maintenance group (AMG) report:  
a) Annual inspection for asset register – DC/MD to check the assets against the list (to be 
checked) in time for the 2026 audit (May). 
b) Topics: 
 i) Fountain – no further progress, to be included in PFF offer of installing services see 063. 
ii) Hobb’s bench - further information to be sought by CD. 
iii) Greens maintenance – deferred to next meeting. 
iv) dog signs - deferred to next meeting.  
v) flagpole receipt – no receipt, donated work by contractor - who was thanked.    
vi) Church yard path gate post. -  DC confirmed all mended and work time/materials donated. DC 
was thanked. 
vii) Vegetation growth damaging the Causeway. Discussion on what the problem is. Ideas 
suggested but costs needed before actions decided. DC & MD to report.   
vii) Request for new memorial bench. Discussed whether PPC needs a formal policy to clarify 
requesting & siting of memorial benches in the parish. Further discussion deferred once SB has 
heard back from original requester.   
viii) Request from SCC/Highways to report location and quantity of salt in each grit bin. SB 
reported on the location of bin (School Hill) and quantity of salt found.  It was noted that the bin 
at Durston Drove has been removed/stolen. 

DC/MD 
 
 
 
All 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DC/MD 
 
SB/All 

061 P4 Large infrastructure Playground project group (LIG_PG) report):  
Topics: 
i) grants (awards for all) –nothing to report 
ii) community engagement – nothing to report 
iii) landowner approaches:  no update  
iv) Agents contact details.  RT reported that there has been no response from the agent so he 
will be contacted again by VB before the next meeting.  

 
VB 
RT 
 
 
VB 

062 P5 Parish IT & Communications group COM) report  
Topics: i) website / social media / Pew /ZOHO mail. Letter received from PFF confirming next 
year’s festival dates. SB to respond. CD reported that the implement sale was run well with no 
costs to the PPC. CD received a request to include a dog show next year, CD to keep PPC 
informed.  
ii) Recent cycle race concerns. Deferred as MD not at meeting. 
iii) Parish Clerk office update on changes to Comms/email. The Chairman email address has been 
replaced. (PC) SB requested all councillors to use the ZOHO mail app and @priddyparish.gov.uk 
email address. 
iv) Frequency of events / festivals - BS expressed concern over a recent accident on leaving  a 
festival site nearby. DC to supply contact details to BS for checking county licensing for such 
events and report with a proposal depending on the information discovered.  

 
BS /VB 
 
 
 
MD 
 
SB 
 
 
BS 

063 P6 Environment (green) working group (EWG):  
Topics: 
i) Eastwater Drove, - all funds awarded; PPC and landowner to walk the area and finalise plans.  
ii) Mineries – some progress but further meetings with stake holders needed. JC to report. 
iii) Septic tanks scheme, follow up email to be sent and JC to report. 
iv) Balsam weeding: bigger job than expected  but this year’s work was successful, JC will 
organise a larger team for next year’s work. 
v) Felling of ash trees Lower Green -  tree surgeon to be consulted on remaining trees. 
Replanting  planned for Nov-Feb. Prices/delivery to be confirmed; information to be placed in 
the Pew by JC. 
vi) Village Green wall boundary - no dates for re-building of walls, request original wall stones to 
be placed on owners side to help with re-planting of trees - RT to request / report. 
vii) Priddy Pool excavation – inspection needed to ascertain the base construction with 
reference to draining. RT noted that the Big Chalk Fund has funds to distribute, JC to look into 
this.  
viii) Crescent wall proposal: nothing further heard from proposer. 

 
JC 
 
 
 
DC 
 
 
 
 
 
RT 
 
JC 
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EWG to report updates on i) – vii) JC will follow up information above with a more detailed 
report to all councillors. 
ix) Proposal from Folk Festival committee to add permanent water and mains power supply to 
the lower green. DC outlined the plan and after a brief discussion it was proposed that DC finish 
the design and approach Bristol Water and National Grid for advice. DC to report.  

 
 
JC 
 
DC 

064  P7 Traffic calming advisory group (TCAG) report:  
a) LCN matters: Highway powers – RT to forward Highways Powers file for discussion at the next 
meeting.  
b) SC local transport plan – DC to read and report.  
c) Topics: 
i) SID – DC to fill in application and await reply.  
ii) Village gateways plan - deferred to next meeting.  
iii) Nine Barrows Lane triangle, MD to update 
iv) Quiet lane initiative: awaiting next LCN highways meeting. 

DC/MD 
 

065 Finance: RFO report, budget & payments 
a) Approval of new payments: NO new payments to approve 
b) Expected payments made: (All) NO expected payments made 
c) PC Training for September with SALC to be authorised – 3 x 3hrs sessions @ £60/session – 
Total £180, invoice to be received/paid after course finishes – agreed.  
d) PC extra hours for training to be authorised by PCC (9hrs) - £119.34 @ £13.26/hr (payment 
October), agreed.  
e) Deposit of raffle takings £215.79.  VB confirmed that this had been deposited. 
f) Insurance renewal: discussion with PFS before November re bonfire arrangements – CD 
offered to be on the Bonfire committee and attend the Priddy Friendly Society meeting. SB to 
find the relevant insurance documents and  forward a copy to PFS via CD.  DC offered to assist 
with a risk assessment.   
g) Internal auditor report. RFO (SB) to recirculate and to  action draft budgets by November and 
finalise in December ready for Precept in January 26. SB to report.  
h) Purchase of assets (note public exclusion).  The last member of the public left the meeting. No 
reply from the Agent dealing with the asset negotiations VB to follow up and report. 
i) Current banking position including access changeover to PC – following MD’s email to 
councillors it was proposed and resolved that the 4 current members who can sign for the 
current account should be added to the Building society account and that SB be added as viewer 
of account.  

 
RFO  
 
 
 
 
 
 
CD/SB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VB 
 
MD/SB 

066 Matters of report –  
a) VB concerned about pallets left on green.  
b) DC concerned about the sycamore growth at the back of the village hall – CD informed that 
this was in hand. 
c) RT reported that parishioners had raised a concern about caravan occupation on agricultural 
land, RT to check legality of occupation/location on own land. 

 
Meeting ended 20:45 

 
 
 
 
 
RT 
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