
Priddy
Wildflower Walk

Save Our Magnificent Meadows 
Meadows and species-rich grasslands support a huge 
range of wildlife including wildflowers, pollinators, 
birds and much more besides. We have lost more than 
97% of our wildflower meadows since World War 2, 
greatly impacting on our landscape and wildlife. This is 
principally due to agricultural changes, including the 
introduction of silage management, which favours fast-
growing species over wildflowers.

The Mendip Hills are host to some of the best wildflower 
meadows and grasslands remaining in Britain. Somerset 
Wildlife Trust has been working with local communities 
to restore and recreate these species-rich habitats across 
the landscape, including those within Priddy.  

This walk around Priddy’s stunning wildflower grasslands 
has been produced as part of Save Our Magnificent 
Meadows, the UK’s largest partnership project 
transforming the fortunes of vanishing wildflower 
meadows, grasslands and wildlife. Led by Plantlife, the 
partnership is made up of 11 organisations, including 
Somerset Wildlife Trust and is primarily funded by the 
Heritage Lottery Fund.

There are lots of ways to get involved with helping 
Somerset’s grasslands. To find out more please visit 
somersetwildlife.org or magnificentmeadows.org.uk

Spotter’s list
Betony Stachys officinalis
Flowers: Jun – Oct
Size: 20 to 60cm
Striking, magenta-pink flower-heads 
found in whorled spikes at the end of 

sparsely leaved, square stems.

Commonly found in old churchyards where it was planted 
for its medicinal value and belief that it could ward off 
unwelcome spirits. 

Common Bird’s-foot-trefoil
Lotus corniculatus
Flowers: May – Sep
Size: up to 35cm
A member of the pea family, its yolk-

yellow flowers appear in small clusters and are followed by 
seed pods that resemble a bird’s claw. 

Many people also know this colourful wildflower as ‘eggs and 
bacon’, due to the red streaks sometimes found on the flowers.

Common Knapweed
Centaurea nigra
Flowers: Jun – Sep
Size: up to 100cm
On first glance this looks like a thistle, 

but has no prickles and is a fantastic source of nectar for 
bumblebees and butterflies.

It is also known as ‘hard heads’ due to its tough, rounded 
flower-heads.

Cowslip
Primula veris
Flowers: Apr – May
Size: up to 25cm
Wrinkled, toothed leaves, with 

nodding flowers that are narrower than those of the 
closely related Primrose. 

Associated with English folklore and tradition, including 
being strewn on church paths for weddings and adorning 
garlands for May Day.

Devil’s-bit Scabious
Succisa pratensis
Flowers: Jun – Oct
Size: up to 75cm
The rounded flower-heads range in 

colour from blue to a pinky-purple, with long, oval leaves. 

It gets its name from folklore where it was thought that 
the devil bit off the root, jealous of its healing properties.

Eyebright Euphrasia agg.
Flowers: May – Sep
Size: 10 to 20cm
Glossy green leaves with small, white 
flowers with an egg-yolk coloured 

blotch and thin purple lines on the lower lip. 

It gets its name due to the resemblance of the flowers to 
bright eyes. In the 18th century it was used to treat poor 
eyesight and is still used in medicines today.

Lady’s Bedstraw Galium verum
Flowers: Jun – Sep
Size: up to 30cm
Frothy, yellow flowers grow in dense 
clusters, with small, narrow leaves that 

appear in whorls on its angular stems. 

Before the advent of the modern mattress, it was used 
for bedding thanks to its soft, springy quality and 
pleasant aroma.

Yellow Rattle Rhinanthus minor
Flowers: May – Sep
Size: up to 45cm
Yellow, tube-like flowers that resemble 
a hooked nose are replaced by 

distinctive rattling seed pods in late June. Toothed leaves 
sprout opposite each other along black-spotted stems.

A semi-parasitic plant that uses the roots of vigorous 
species to get its water and nutrients. This suppresses grass 
growth, allowing slow-growing wildflowers to establish.

Points of interest
Shaped by its mining past, the distinctive landscape of 
Priddy has lots to explore. Remember to look down at your 
feet and keep an eye out for the wealth of wildflowers and 
wildlife found in the varied habitats found along the way. 

A.	 Church of St Laurence – 
dedicated to St Laurence in 1352, 
the churchyard has been in use for 
many centuries. In 2016, the local 
community worked with the Save 
Our Magnificent Meadows project to 
restore areas of the churchyard into a 
vibrant wildflower meadow.

Did you know?
The wildflower areas now found here support a wide 
range of species. Wildflowers include Betony, Common 
Bird’s-foot-trefoil, Lady’s Bedstraw and Rough Hawkbit. 
Grasses include Crested Dog’s-tail and Sweet Vernal-grass.

B.	 Priddy Pools on Nine Barrows 
Lane – once used to supply water 
to Priddy Mineries, it was designated 
a Site of Special Scientific Interest in 
1972. The varied habitats at the site 
are rich in wildlife and are especially 
good for insects and amphibians.

Did you know?
15 species of dragonfly have been recorded here and it is the 
only site in the Mendips for the Downy Emerald dragonfly.

C.	 Eastwater Drove – provides 
a valuable habitat for plants and 
animals.  Many species of flowering 
plant, ferns, lichens and mosses find 
refuge on the side of walls, while 
small mammals, reptiles and insects 
use the drove as a wildlife corridor. 
The neighbouring fields are host to a range of wildflowers.

Did you know?
Eastwater Drove is one of three droves in Priddy that 
were originally created for farmers to transport livestock 
to local markets.

D.	 Priddy Nine Barrows – a 
collection of scheduled round barrow 
cemeteries that date back to the 
Bronze Age sit atop North Hill, the 
Mendips second highest hill.

Did you know? 
Legend has it that a golden coffin is 
buried in one of the barrows.

E.	 Fair Lady Well – a scheduled 
monument that dates back to the 
medieval period, if not earlier. 

Did you know?
It was once used as a water supply for 
the village and mineries in the area 
and is now a deep pond.

F.	 Priddy Mineries – lead was 
mined and smelted here from Roman 
times until as late as 1908. The area 
is now a Site of Special Scientific 
Interest and has a variety of distinctive 
habitats including valley mire, open 
water and wetland that support a 
wide range of plants and wildlife.

Did you know?
The site is host to grassland species such as Common 
Bird’s-foot-trefoil, Devil’s-bit Scabious, Eyebright, Lady’s 
Bedstraw and Tormentil. Other species to look out for 
include Bog Asphodel, Cottongrass, Heather, Hemp 
Agrimony, Purple Moor-grass and Water Horsetail.
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Join us
Become a member today by visiting
www.somersetwildlife.org/membership or by 
calling 01823 652400
Somerset Wildlife Trust,
34 Wellington Road,
Taunton
TA1 5AW
enquiries@somersetwildlife.org
Registered charity no: 238372     Company no: 818162

2 and 4 mile self-guided walks discovering the 
flower-filled grasslands, fascinating heritage 
and wealth of wildlife that can be found in the 
parish of Priddy.
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Blue Route (2 miles)
1. Starting at the car park by the 

church, walk through the car park 
between the school and village hall 
to the stone stile. Go over the stile 
into the fi eld and follow the path 
straight ahead in the direction of the 
distant telecommunications mast 
(can be seen on a clear day).

2. At the bottom of the hill go over the 
wooden stile and rocky patch, then 
follow the uphill path through the 
fi eld, still in the direction of the mast.

3. Go over the stone stile into the next 
fi eld. Follow the path up the left 
hand side of the fi eld to the top.

4. Go through the wooden gate and 
keep following the path in the 
direction of the mast.

5. At the wooden stile go over the 
stone wall and follow the path 
towards the buildings.

6. Go over the wooden stile and follow 
the path through the caravan site to 
the road. Turn left onto the road and 
follow the lane past High Eastwater 
Farm, with views to the barrows on 
the hilltop to the right. 

7. Ignoring fi eld gates on the left and 
right of the lane you pass a cave 
entrance denoted by a metal frame. 
A little further along, follow the 
public footpath sign over the stile 
on the left and into the fi eld (dogs 
can go under the metal gate just 
before the stile). Go through the 
fi rst gateway on the right and follow 
the path diagonally across the fi eld, 
ignoring the left fork towards an 
opening in the wall. 

8. Go over the wooden stile and 
follow path across the middle of 
the next field.

9. Go over the stone stile under the 
trees and follow the path straight on 
past the pumping station on the left, 
then keep on the right side of the 
fi eld until you reach the road.

10. Go through the metal gate and turn 
left onto the road, following the road 
past Priddy Pool.

11. At the houses, turn left after Rock 
Cottage and follow the public 
footpath sign through the metal 
gate towards the church.

12. Walk through the churchyard and 
back to the car park.

Red Route (4 miles)
1. From the main entrance of the car 

park turn right onto the road and 
take the marked footpath on the left 
and follow the path across Priddy 
Mineries. (There is also a short path 
parallel to the road from the left end 
of the car park as you enter, which 
comes out directly opposite the 
above mentioned marked footpath).

2. Where the path splits, take the right 
fork under the trees and past the 
well.  Keep following the path with 
the stream on the left, passing a 
cottage and blue barn on the right. 
(Path is uneven in places!)

3. At the end of the path at the 
tarmacked track, turn left down 
the track to the main road. At the 
road turn right and walk along the 
road verge.

4. At the public footpath sign on the 
right, go over the stone stile into 
the field. Follow the path across 
the field in the direction of the 
white farmhouse.

5. Go over the stone stile and follow the 
path to the 5-bar metal gate. Up to the 
right there are views of the barrows.

6. Go through the gate and turn right. 
Follow the road past a small caravan 
site and High Eastwater Farm. Pass 
a cave entrance denoted by a metal 
frame and keep going as the road 
becomes a wide track, which can be 
very wet and muddy. Ignore farm 
gates on the left and right.

7. Go through the wooden bridle gate 
on the right and follow the path 
uphill, alongside the wall to the right. 
At the top the barrows are to the left 
and there are beautiful views behind.

8. At the top of the fi eld go through 
the bridle gate. Keep following the 
path alongside the wall and passing 
the barrows on the right. The path 
begins to drop down.

9. At the end of the fi eld, go over 
the wooden stile. Follow the path 
downhill.

10. Where the paths meet, turn left and 
follow the path back through Priddy 
Mineries to the car park.

Places to eat
The Queen Victoria Inn, Priddy, just off  the Green 
thequeenvicpriddy.co.uk
The Hunters’ Lodge, Wells Road (near Stockhill)
01749 672275
The New Inn, Priddy, on the Green
Renovations underway at time of printing
The Priddy Good Farm Shop, Townsend 
priddygoodfarmshop.co.uk

Places to stay 
Ebborways Farm, Pelting Road – B&B, camping and holiday 
riding livery ebborwaysfarm.co.uk
Moor View, Pelting Road – luxury canvas camping
moorview.camp/the-site
Mendip Heights, Townsend – campsite and shop
campingandcaravanningclub.co.uk

Duration 2 miles or 4 miles

Time 1-3 hours

Start/End Blue Route by Priddy Church, ST 527 513

Red Route car park at Stockhill, ST 548 513

OS map Landranger 182, OS Explorer 141

Access & 
safety

Public footpaths with stiles and gates. Be aware of grazing animals and keep dogs on 
leads around livestock. Take caution walking along roads.

Contact  magnifi centmeadows@somersetwildlife.org.uk
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