
Priddy Pool Maintenance Plan - June 2024 

Introduction: 

• Priddy Pool needs to be desilted on a regular basis. It has not been done since 2012. 
This is essential maintenance that should be covered by our Priddy Parish Council 
maintenance budget. 

• Once the pool has been desilted it should be assessed annually by the Environment 
Working Group to establish the frequency required for future maintenance. 

Plan: 

• The willow tree in the centre of the pool may need to be removed. This will allow the 
pool to function properly and retain water for a longer period of time. 

• Trees around edge need to be significantly pruned to increase light levels and reduce 
leaf litter in the pool. 

• One of the ash trees has significant ash dieback and may need reducing in height. It 
could be retained as standing deadwood because these are very important habitats for 
native species, i.e. bird nesting and bat roosting. 

• Pool desilting will be undertaken with mechanical assistance with a digger and bucket. 
• The sediment removed will be bunded at the left hand (south) and right hand (north) 

edges but not at the road side or at the spring side to ensure that water can flow 
correctly in and out of the pool. Species such as aquatic invertebrates will be able to 
crawl back into the pool from the bunded areas. 

• The bunded areas will regrow fairly rapidly due to the large seed bank present. 
• If there is excess sediment to be removed undertaken, this will be taken away by the 

contractor to a local site. 
• A watching brief will be undertaken by the EWG to ensure that no significant species are 

removed or harmed during the process. 
• The overflow chamber will be cleared and investigated to assess if repairs are required. 
• A contingency amount should be factored in in case repairs are needed to the overflow 

chamber. 

Timeline: 

• This process will take place in early September after bird nesting season. 
• Estimated 1 day of work. 

Cost: 

• £986 + vat. Martin Heal from DB Gibbons Construction has been approached and has 
provided a quote – attached. We do not require the Townsend Pool inspection dig so 
this should ensure work is completed in one day. Towsend Pool will be a separate 
project – proposal to follow. 

• DB Gibbons are the regular provider for this service, and they do a great job every time. 
They are reasonably priced and have good attention to detail. 

• The EWG will be present and oversee the works; they will provide Martin with any 
additional information required. 

• We will also need to have the trees pruned at the same time  - do we have a volunteer or 
someone in mind for this?  


