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Priddy Parish Council 
Minutes of Priddy Parish Council 

Held on 11 September 2024 
7:00pm at Priddy Village Hall 

 
 
Present: Cllrs J Clements; V Barberet; D Collier; B Storrie. 
In attendance: G Pettitt (Parish Clerk); four members of the public. 
Public Forum : 

• The founder of Action Against Foxhunting was present. Presentations were made regarding safety 
at Hunt meets. Recommended that riders dismount. Priddy is particularly difficult because of 
protesters. Some PCs have rejected Hunt meets on Greens. Another presentation focussed on 
potential spread of disease from hounds. Petting zoos provide hand washing facilities. 

 
Meeting opened at 7:11pm 
In the absence of the Chair and Vice Chair. Cllr Collier was elected as Chair. 
 

72. Apologies for Absence and to consider the reasons given 
Apologies were received from Cllr Dodd, unwell; Cllrs Thompson and Dyke, personal rea-
sons. 
RESOLVED: To accept Cllrs Dodd, Thompson and Dyke’s reasons for absence and apolo-
gies. Approved. 

 

73. Declarations of Interest 
Cllr Collier declared an interest in item 82 – Priddy Folk Festival. 

 

74. Chair’s Announcements – Email from Cllr Dodd regarding actions was noted.  
75. Minutes of previous meeting - To confirm and sign as a correct record the minutes of 

a. Priddy Parish Full Council meeting held on Wednesday 14 August 2024. 
RESOLVED: To confirm and sign as a correct record the minutes of Priddy Parish Full 
Council meeting held on Wednesday 14 August. Approved. 

 

76. External Reports – To receive reports in person or in writing from: 
a. Somerset Council – No report. 
b. Avon & Somerset Police – No Report 

Suggestion made to invite police representative to a future Priddy Full Council to speak on 
specific issues: What measures can be taken if Mendip Hunt does not abide by Risk Assess-
ment; continuing issue of Stockhill Woods raves; Traffic issues; SIDs; Hare hunting. 

 
 
 
Clerk 
 

77. Actions from previous meeting not otherwise on the agenda – None  
78. Planning - No Planning Applications received.  
79. Environment Working Group 

a. Balsam Bash – Himalayan Balsam is extensive at Charterhouse. Over winter months 
the group will talk with landowners to arrange clearance next year. Plummers 
Lane clearance has taken place on public land.  This needs to be done regularly. 
Rose Bay Willow Herb is retained to reduce ability of Himalayan Balsam to re-es-
tablish.  

b. Expansion of Environment Working Group. Parishioners will be invited to join 
through the Pew.  

c. Priddy Pool – dredging will be arranged towards end of September / October. Land-
owners adjoining the pool will be contacted to discuss the works. Cllr Clements is 
approaching contractors regarding the trees. 

d. Sunlit Solar – Presentation arranged for October 2nd. Flyer to be printed and promo-
tion through leaflet drop and Facebook. Refreshments will be available.  

e. Church yard – Cllr Clements will contact the PCC Treasurer regarding the meadow 
cut. 

 

80. Memorial Bench – Cllr Collier has a bench to be sited on the Green. Suggest placement on 
causeway.  

Cllr Col-
lier 

81. Mendip Hunt Risk Assessment: Comments from Action Against Foxhunting were felt to be 
broadly fair, a designated area is needed for red ribbon horses and stewards need an iden-
tifier. Cllr Collier will draft suggestions. Cllr Barberet noted that disease risk from dogs is 
very rare. Council could ask Hunt for evidence of vaccines and worming etc.  

Cllr Col-
lier 
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RESOLVED: Approval of draft risk assessment will be brought to next meeting and include 
request to see vaccination and worming records, and public liability. Approved. 

82. Priddy Folk Festival 
a. Water pipes and inspection access – [Meeting Closed] Cllr Collier explained that a 

pipe is dug in each year, this action would make the pipe permanent and provide a 
new access point. [Meeting Opened] 
RESOLVED: To approve the placement of permanent water piping on the Village 
Green with access points. Approved. 

b. Payment of extra grass cut – Priddy Folk Festival did not request the extra cut. 
Number of cuts required to be check on the contract. Cut could be scheduled to 
tie in with events: Beginning of Easter - Village Day, July - Folk Festival, Septem-
ber - Implement Sale, plus one other. 

c. Priddy Folk Festival Grants – Application for playground to be brought forward to 
this financial year. 
Contribution to Townsend Pool. 

 

83. Traffic – SID – Cllr Collier has not received a response from the police and will follow up. 
The next LCN Highways group meets at the beginning of October where engineers will be 
asked about gateways with roadmarkings and signage. 
Noted the Nine Barrows triangle is scheduled for works in this financial year. 

 

84. Village Fountain – The contractors have been contacted but a response not received.  
85. Finance: Payments: August Green strimming £310; Salary Mth 5 £401.37; Internal Audit 

£80; SALC affiliation £200.46. Noted.  
RESOLVED: To approve purchase of Unity Trust Debit card £50 one off fee, £3 per 
month card fee. Approved. 

86. Matters of Report 
a. Pew magazine – Articles include call for parishioners to join the Environment Work-

ing Group, Freecycle. 
b. Top Green has been left in a state by contractors. Potholes and drains are now 

blocked. Works are ongoing – area should be made good once work is finished. 
c. Playground – Intention is to meet with the owners of the sports field to discuss the 

play area, goal posts and affordable housing. 
d. Bonfire – request to hold bonfire on 5 November on Top Green agreed in principle. 

To be brought to next meeting. 
e. Issues with council email system – agreed to set up a Council WhatsApp group. 

 

  
Date of Next Meeting: 9 October 2024, 7pm, Priddy Village Hall  
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