
Priddy Parish Council
Minutes of Priddy Parish Council
 held on Wednesday 6 April 2022
at 7:00pm in Priddy Village Hall

Present: Cllrs R Thompson (Chairman); C Dyke; D Collier; G Butterell; M Phippen.
In attendance: G Pettitt (Parish Clerk), Cllr T Killen; two members of the public.

Public Forum: 
• Confirmed that books are in the church now.
• Member of the public has paint and glass panes that will be useful for the telephone box maintenance.
• Noted request for Council to listen calmly to requests from members of the public.

51. Apologies for Absence: All Councillors were present.
Apologies also received from L Chinnock, Avon & Somerset Police.

52. Declarations of Interest: Cllr Dyke declared a personal interest and will not participate in in item 64.
53. Exclusion of the Press and Public: Items 63 d. e. & f. and Item 64 were excluded from Press and Public.
54. Minutes of the Previous Meeting:

RESOLVED: To approve the minutes of 2 March 2022. Noted that the clerk has responded to the member
of the public who expressed concern about Council response to their representations at the February 
meeting. Council awaits a reply to this. Approved and signed as a true record.

55. Reports:
a. Somerset County Council: No report.
b. Mendip District Council: Cllr Killen reported that council is concentrating on the elections and the 

preparation of front line services for the new Somerset Council. The Planning Department 
continues to attend to the backlog of applications. After the election, Mendip District Council will 
become a processing council attending to the transition.

c. Avon & Somerset Police: Priddy Parish Report 1/03/22- 31/03/22
• 02/03/22- Concern for Welfare, Swildons Hole Cavern, Caver stuck. Caver is save and well.
• 11/03/22- Road Related Incident, B31135 Townsend Priddy. Tree has fallen and is hanging 

dangerously across the road.
• 16/03/22- Road Related Incident, Stockhill Woods. Vehicle reported to be driving dangerously with 

near misses with Lorries and cars. Officers in attendance.
• 20/03/22- Reported gathering, Stockhill Woods. A gathering of many vehicles all playing loud 

music. Officers attended 17-20 cars in the main car park, officers have spoken to the group.
• The neighbourhood team continues to patrol in and around Priddy, as the weather starts to 

improve beauty spots will become busier and patrols will continue in these areas.
• Please ensure property is locked up and high value items are always put away and not left on view. 

56. Unitary Authority: See Item 55 b. above. Cllr Killen reported that Parliament has given approval.  
57. Consultation / Website:

a. Feedback on Priddy Parish Consultation 14 March: This was a successful event with parishioners 
attending from across the parish. Feed back from the public was positive and there was a lot of interest 
and offers of support for many of the displays. Noted also that there is interest in improving play 
facilities for children outside of school hours. Cllr Dyke will look at possibilities in liaison with the school. 
Cllr Phippen reported that the website is almost ready - now focussing on ensuring mobile compatibility.

58. Queen's Platinum Jubilee event:  Cllr Phippen is liaising with Westbury sub Mendip Parish Council and 
the Priddy Friendly Society (PFS). PFS are preparing posters. 
Beacon Event 2 June – the Queen Victoria Inn will provide the bar and a pizza van will be on-site. The 
beacon lighting will be at 9:45pm. The Council will be responsible for insurance and health and safety. 
Saturday 4 June will a free day of family entertainments with an outside bar.
On Sunday 5 June the church will hold a service on the green with ploughman's lunch. In the evening, 
with tickets available from the PFS, a band will play on the green.   

59. Highways Matters:
a. Communication with Somerset County Council: Cllr Thompson reported that SCC Highways do not 

own either of the pools or the verge at Nine Barrows Lane. The land registry will be consulted to 
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ascertain pool ownership. Issues regarding the Triangle have been referred to the SCC Highways. 
TCAG - Cllr Collier reported that the school has been contacted to liaise over the poster 
competition. This will be followed through after Easter.

60. Environmental Initiatives and Maintenance
a. Environment Working Group: Noted that appointments to the Environment Working Group and 

the Terms of Reference will be brought to the new council.
b. Tree planting: Cllr Thompson reported that the AONB had now planted trees around the village. 
c. Priddy Library: Books are now placed within the church and the Queen Victoria Inn. Notice of this 

will be announced in the Pew. 
61. Planning Applications

a. 2022/0146/FUL – Conversion of existing stable block to a dwelling House –Land at 351855 157349 
Green Lane, Charterhouse.
Resolved: To offer No Objection to 2022/0146/FUL; this is a good use of the existing building; a 
sympathetic development and could potentially reduce traffic in the area. Approved. 

62. Policy Review
a. Policy for Users of the Green: Approved.
b. Priddy Green Filming & Activities Policy and Application Form: Approved.

63. Finance and RFO Report
a. Registration with HMRC: Clerk reported that Council is now re-registered with HMRC PAYE. 
Council is not yet re-registered with the VAT dept. of HMRC.
b. Update on transfer of administration of NatWest bank account:
Resolved: To approve the administration of Priddy Parish Council bank accounts be transferred from Cllr 
Dyke to the Parish Clerk.
c. Bank Reconciliation:
Resolved: To approve Bank Reconciliations to 7 March and 29 March 2022. Approved.
d. NALC pay settlement:
Resolved: To approve the NJC pay settlement, as notified by NALC, back dated to April 2021. Approved.
e. Incremental SCP rise:
Resolved: To approve the incremental NJC Pay Rise. Approved.
f. Clerk working hours:
Resolved:  To form a Staffing Working Group to conduct an appraisal. Approved.
Resolved:  To appoint Cllr Thompson and Cllr Phippen to the Staffing Working Group. Approved.
g. Payments:
Resolved: To approve payments to: Open Spaces £45; HMRC £351.60; Salary; Clerk mileage £8.55; 
Ukrainian Flag £75.52; Jubilee Bench £884.80; Parish consultation expenses £111.98; Cinema Event – 
hire of film £840 – noted that over budget expenditure will be recouped at event and any other income 
donated towards Playground fund; ILCA training £36. Approved. 
Resolved: To approve waiver of fee for Olly's Lollys' use of the green over the summer. Approved. 
h. Consideration of application from Mendip CAB deferred until after the election.

64. Strimming and Mowing Contracts
Resolved: To contract Star Murray to maintain the strimming and mowing as per the contract 2022-25. 
Approved. Council thanks previous contractors for their work.

65. Matters of Report:
▪ Annual Parish Meeting will be held 25 May.
▪ 4x4 vehicles are using Dursdon Drove at night. Clerk will contact PC Pearson and St Cuthbert 

(Out) Parish Council.
▪ Noted that vehicles are blocking the right of way by Pincross. Clerk will contact them.
▪ Noted member of the public has volunteered to mend the Causeway.

Date of next Meeting: Wednesday 6 April 2022, 7pm 

Signed ….......................... Dated …...........................
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ACTIONS
Item 57.a. Playground research into ways forward Cllr Phippen

Item 59. a. Land registry to be checked for ownership of pools

Item 59.a. School to be contacted after Easter re competition TCAG

Item 60.c. Announcement in Pew of whereabouts of book library

Item 63.f. Staffing Working group to conduct staff appraisal Cllrs Thompson, 
Phippen; and Clerk


